NORTH WHIDBEY FIRE AND RESCUE

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 9, 2008
Adopted Minutes


A regular meeting of the North Whidbey Fire and Rescue Board of Commissioners was held on September 9, 2008 at the Heller Fire Station, 2720 N Heller Road in Oak Harbor.  

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman T.J. Lamont called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M.  Also present were Commissioners Bruce R. Carman and Larry A. Morse, Chief Marvin D. Koorn, Secretary Nancy Theune and other interested parties. 
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Two members of the audience had requested an opportunity to address the Board with questions. Helen Price Johnson identified herself as a candidate for Island County Commissioner Position No. 1.  She asked questions regarding the relationship of NWF&R to the Fire Marshal and Island County.  Ms. Johnson then asked about the impact of increased medical calls to the Department.  Her final question concerned possible impacts of rising health care costs to the Department.  Chief Koorn and the Commissioners took turns answering these questions.

Angie Homola was the given a chance to direct her questions.  She also identified herself as a candidate for Island County commissioner Position No. 2.  She asked the Board if they believed there was sufficient water for emergencies and if possible low income housing developments in the county would impact the resources of the Department.  Ms. Homola’s final question concerned the impact of future growth on the Department.  After responding to Ms. Homola’s questions the Board resumed the regular agenda at 7:40 pm.

CONSENT AGENDA


Chairman T.J. Lamont asked the Board to approve the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Bruce Carman made the motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Larry Morse seconded the motion and the Consent Agenda was approved:
a) Minutes of the regular meeting held August 12, 2008 and the special meeting held August 26, 2008

b) New Firefighters: None

c) Vouchers # 0992 through # 1126 which total $90,230.47  

d) Financial report submitted and filed for cash activity during July.

e) Investments #785  through #788  made by Investment Officer or Alternate Investment Officer

APPROVE AGENDA

Commissioner Larry Morse moved to accept the Agenda.  Commissioner Bruce Carman seconded the motion which carried.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Buildings – Grounds

Structure Assessment:  Chief Koorn stated that he had received the conclusions of the structural engineer’s assessment of stations 21 and 27.  Chief Koorn added that he was disappointed in the results, which were not very helpful and needed to be more “concrete”.

Station 21, 22 and 27 Drainage Projects: Chief Koorn reported that the ditching had been completed at 21 and on Wednesday the contractor would be starting the French drains at stations 21 and 22 and that additional research was needed prior to the placement of piping for the car pad at 27.

Parking Lots: Chief Koorn announced that the Parking Lot Project was completed and that the patching, sealing and painting of the parking lots for stations 21, 22, 23, 24, 27 and 28 was finished.

Lighting Project: Chief Koorn told the Board that the approval for upgrade had been received from Puget Sound Energy and the supplies had been ordered.  B&C Electric would commence work as soon as all supplies had been received.


Vehicles – Equipment

Maintenance Van: The hitch for the newly acquired maintenance van has arrived and will be installed whereupon the old maintenance van will be offered for sale.

The water pumps are being replaced and a master switch and trickle charger are being installed on the Northwind at Master Marine in Mount Vernon as part of the annual maintenance and the tie down ring on the Achilles will be repaired as soon as a competent repair person can be found.  

Personnel: 


Investigation: Chief Koorn referenced a previous email he had sent to the Board explaining that the investigation had been completed, all decisions made and all persons involved had been notified.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Morse reported that he had attended three meetings: a WFCA Healthcare workshop in Lynnwood on August 21 with Chairman TJ Lamont, a public education event with the Strawberry Point Water Association at Station 22 on August 22 and the District Open House at station 25 on September 8.  

Commissioner Bruce Carman attended the Sno-Isle Commissioners meeting at Snohomish County Fire District #25 in Oso, Washington with Commissioner Lamont.  

Commissioner Carman then stated that he believed there is a safety issue at the intersection of Troxell and Monkey Hill Roads.  Commissioner Carman said that the four way stop had been removed from this intersection and that the speed limit on Troxell Road is now fifty five miles per hour.  After discussing the danger to personnel and vehicles leaving Station 21 on call, the Board asked Chief Koorn to draft a letter to Island County Public Works regarding their concerns. Chief Koorn stated he had already drafted the letter and it would be sent to County Public Works with copies to the County Commissioners.

Commissioner T.J. Lamont reported he had attended the Whidbey General Hospital Board of Commissioners meeting in Coupeville on September 8.  Among the topics discussed were the closing of the clinic on the south end and the support of their Board for the levy lid lift proposed by North Whidbey Fire and Rescue.

NEW BUSINESS:
Open house:  

Chief Koorn stated that the Open House had been a success and thanked Tim Adams of the Whidbey News Times for attending.

Rain Gardens at Station 23: 

Chief Koorn announced that since the station was outside the grant area, the rain gardens that had been under consideration for Station 23 would not be constructed.

Compensation for Investigative Team:

The Board asked Chief Koorn to determine how many hours the team members had worked on the investigation and if there was a need for the Department to compensate them for their time and expenses.  They also asked Chief Koorn to draft a letter of thanks to the investigation team on behalf of the Board and Chief Koorn.

ADJOURN MEETING

There being no further business and by mutual agreement the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.

Attest:

_____________________________________________

Nancy Theune, Secretary to the Board
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