North Whidbey Fire and Rescue

Special Meeting of the Board of Commissioners Held September 20, 2007
Adopted Minutes


A Special Meeting of the North Whidbey Fire and Rescue Board of Commissioners was held on Thursday, September 20, 2007 at the Heller Station.  
Chairman Bruce Carman called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Present were Commissioner T. J. Lamont, Chief Marvin Koorn, Assistant Chief Frank Mueller, Operations Chief Henry VandenHaak, EMS Chief Larry Wall, Battalion Chief Lyle Zimmerman, Captains Dave Hanson, Tim Schulz, Matt VanGiesen and Secretary Nancy Theune. Commissioner Larry Morse was absent.
Chairman Bruce Carman stated that the agenda for the meeting would be a workshop for Future Planning.  Chief Marv Koorn reported that after meeting with the Officers that evening a consensus had been reached to endorse the original plan for the proposed Heller Station building with the bays on the right end of the building. 
Chairman Bruce Carman said that the costs for this plan were higher than expected and proposed a Levy Lid Lift as the best approach.  Chairman Carman outlined options but reminded the attendees that no District funds could be used to advertise or campaign for a Levy Lid Lift.
Discussion revolved around the genuine need for funding due to increasing demands from the community for services without a corresponding increase in tax revenue.  There was general agreement that expiring SCBA’s, vehicle rotation, multiple stations needing remodel and repair and a major building project mandated the need to ask the public for increased funding.
Captain Tim Schulz asked why the District is planning to build a new headquarter station in city limits.  Chief Marv Koorn responded that it is central to the District and that we could not find property elsewhere that would be as serviceable to the District.  Chairman Bruce Carman added that we own the property and on site infrastructure would remain and still has value.

Captain Schulz then asked why a station is being closed if we are building further away.  Chief Koorn responded that a station is deactivated when there are not enough personnel responding from that station.  Chief Koorn added that if personnel are added to the station roster, reactivating the station would be considered.

After discussing the need for support from the firefighters, Chairman Carman polled the attendees.  Every one stated their support for a Levy Lid Lift request and agreement with the financial need. Chairman Carman stated that since all those in attendance had reached a consensus, the issue of a Levy Lid Lift would be on the agenda at the next meeting of the Board in October when all three Commissioners could be present. 

There being no further discussion and my mutual agreement, Chairman Carman adjourned the meeting at 7:45 P.M.

Attest:

_________________________________________

Nancy Theune, Secretary to the Board

Page 1 of 1

