NORTH WHIDBEY FIRE AND RESCUE

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 21, 2008
A special meeting of the Board of Commissioners was held on February 21, 2008 at the Heller Road Fire Station, 2720 Heller Road. Chairman T.J. Lamont called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Also present were Commissioners Larry Morse and Bruce Carman, Chief Marvin D. Koorn, Assistant Chief Frank Mueller, Operations Chief Henry VandenHaak’, Battalion Chief Lyle Zimmerman and Captains Jim Anema, Tim Schulz and Ryan McCarthy and other interested persons.

The Chairman asked the Chief to review the cost estimates that he had received for the items listed at the last special meeting. The Chief reviewed the cost estimates and then discussed the budget for the next five years and what impact the loss of the levy had on projected projects.
The Chief was asked by the Chair why he thought the levy failed. The Chief had talked to several people after the election, some of the reasons given for voting no were:

1. Ballot title was confusing; people thought they were voting for a $1.00 increase

2. Lack of time to get out enough information to the people.
3. Marine service agreement.

4. Did not specify exactly what the money would be spent on.

Discussion followed on how to best promote ourselves with some of the ideas being:

1. Firefighter of the month in the paper

2. Station of the quarter.
3. Open house at individual stations.
4. Articles that can be put in the local paper for free.

5. Newsletters to the households in the district.

The board stated that the number one priority is to continue with the conditional use permit for the Heller Road station.

The Board asked the Chief to look into the cost of an independent consultant to evaluate out buildings and what repairs are needed.

The Board asked the Chief to continue getting the estimates of proposed projects and to send the completed list to the Commissioners and all officers. They would be asked to list them from most important to least important and that information sent out prior to the next workshop.
